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I am writing to request details of how your NHS Trust stores and shares personal data.

“Personal data” is defined in the Data Protection Act (at section 1(1)), as “data which relate to

a living individual who can be identified from those data; or from those data and other

information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the possession of, the data

controller and includes any expression of opinion about the individual and any indication of

the intentions of the data controller or any other person in respect of the individual”.

To outline my query as clearly as possible, I am requesting:

Question 1: Your NHS Trust’s policy on storing and sharing personal data, as per the

definition given above.

Answer 1: Tameside Hospital NHS Foundation Trust has several policies which involve

the storing and sharing of personal data. Under the Freedom of Information

Act 2000, section 22, the information that you have requested is readily

available to see on our FOI Publication scheme, available on our Trust’s

public website, at:

http://tis/documents/DisclosurePolicy.pdf

http://tis/documents/Data%20Protection%20Policy.pdf

http://tis/documents/AUPv1.0mar08.pdf
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Question 2: The specific file formats your NHS Trust uses to store and share personal

data, as per the definition given above.

Answer 2: Tameside Hospital NHS Foundation Trust store information in a variety of

proprietary file formats but do not currently categorise personal data according

to file format. The Trust information security controls are covered as part of

our internal and external audit processes. Moreover, the Trust view is that

securing the information through appropriate encryption technology and

raising staff awareness about their responsibilities in the management and

storage of Personal Identifiable Information is the best way to ensure that data

remains secure. In this sense it is not the (technical) means by which it is

held, but the means by which it is secured (in both a technical & governance

sense) that is important.


